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»BOO^-M?OTICES.-<- 



KUENES'S HEXATEUCH.* 



Prof. Kuenen stands second only to Wellhausen, as an authoritative repre- 
sentative of tlie views of the most advanced school of Old Testament critics. 
The present volume is but the first of a series in which the author will apply the 
same critical methods to the entire Old Testament. 

In an introduction of thirty pages we are given "An Outline of the History 
of Criticism of the Pentateuch and Book of Joshua during the last quarter of a 
century." Twenty-five years ago the dominant theory was as follows : 

" The Deuteronomist, a contemporary of Manasseh or Josiah, was the redac- 
tor of the Pentateuch and the Book of Joshua, and it was he who brought them 
into the form in which they now lie before us. He interwove or inserted his own 
laws and narratives into the work of the Yahwist ( Jehovist) that dated from the 
eighth century B. C, and was therefore about a hundred years old in his time. To 
this Yahwist we owe the first four books of the Pentateuch and the earlier (prae- 
deuteronomic) recension of Joshua. His work was in its turn based upon a still 
earlier composition — the ' Grundschrift ' or 'Book of Origins ' — which came 
from the pen of a priest or Levite and might be referred to the centuiy of Solo- 
mon. Embedded in this ' Grundschrift ' were still more ancient fragments, some 
of them Mosaic. The Yahwist expanded and supplemented the ' Grundschrift ' 
with materials drawn in part from tradition and in part from written sources." 

The first departure from the theory was the rejection of the " Erganzungs- 
hypothese ; " a second departure was the distinguishing of successive elements in 
the so-called " Grundschrift ; " a third was the assignment of the final shaping of 
the priestly passages to a time subsequent to that of Deuteronomy ; and a fourth 
was the giving up of the idea that the Deuteronomist was the redactor of our 
present Hexateuch. The Introduction contains brief criticisms of the works of 
Colenso,t Popper,J GrafJ Kosters,|| Noldeke **Kayser,ttDuhm,JJ Wellhausen.^ 

In his work, the author takes the following order : (1) The general character 
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of the legislation of the Hexateuch ; (2) the general character of the narratives of 
the Hexateuch ; (3) the collections of laws and the designations of the Deity, as 
points of departure in the resolution of the Hexateuch into its component parts ; 
(4) the " priestly " elements ; (5) the " Deuteronomic " elements; (6) the "pro- 
phetic " elements ; (7) chronological order of these elements; (8) the relation of 
the Hexateuch to other portions of the Old Testament; (9) origin and antiquity 
of these several elements ; (10) the redaction of the Hexateuch. 

To take up the details of this presentation vs^ould be manifestly impossible. 
The general view may be thus presented : With the prophets began literary activ- 
ity among the Israelites ; the prophetic literature stands first. Next comes the 
priestly literature, and last of all the Psalms and wisdom-literature. The sacred 
legislation and literature arose, as did those of all other nations, by development and 
not by any supernatural oversight. The question at once suggests itself : In what 
shape do we have left the Old Testament ? The adoption of these views demands 
the following concessions : (1) That the Old Testament contains nothing of a super- 
natural element ; (2) that it contains nothing of a predictive element ; (3) that it 
contains the record of no miracles; (4) that the early chapters of Genesis, the 
Book of Judges and similar matter, are mythical ; (5) that the Israelites either 
knew nothing of the origin of their sacred writings, or having a true knowledge, 
substituted an artificial and forged statement and representation for the true one. 

It is conceivable that certain aspects of the view presented will, from the be- 
ginning, commend themselves to many minds. Those whose faith has been 
greatly troubled with some of the historical and moral difficulties of the Old Tes- 
tament will welcome gladly an hypothesis which renders belief in the reality of 
these things unnecessary. But what will such do with the testimony furnished in 
the New Testament in reference to the truth and actual verity of these same 
things ? Similar methods of cfiticism must be applied here also, and the same 
elements eliminated likewise from the New Testament. The end of all will be- 
no Bible. 

On the other hand, it is unquestionably true that in some features existing 
views are incorrect. They must be modified ; the work of such men as Kuenen 
will help to do this. But let us be slow to relinquish old views for new, until 
the latter are thoroughly established. 



